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faith, human rights, and

climate change

The Maldives is a chain of 1,200 islands approximately 400
miles south of Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean. Home to more
than 360,000 individuals, Maldives, not unlike the Inuit villages
in Alaska and Canada, is on the frontline of climate change.
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A storm surge on the sea wall around Male, Maldives

The vast majority of Maldives
is no more than one meter
above sea level. Incredibly, this
island nation may not be habitable as early as the next century. Maldives’s capital, Male,
is protected by a three-meter
sea wall, that was constructed
over a 14-year period at a cost
of $63 million, and designed
to resist tidal surges, not a rise
in sea level. Because of the en-

croaching waters, the majority
of residents of Kandholhudhoo,
one of the densely populated
islands in the northern region of
Maldives, have volunteered to
evacuate their home island over
the next 15 years. To the Maldivian
people, climate change is not a
distant concern, but a daily reality.
These situations not only
raise critical environmental concerns but also have serious hu-

man rights implications: What
is the responsibility of countries, companies, and individuals who have contributed and
continue to contribute disproportionate amounts of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere
to those who are displaced or
otherwise adversely affected by
climate disruption?
Under the leadership of GW
Law Professor Dinah Shelton,
continued on page 2

the first edition of
Environmental
Perspectives. The George Washington University Law School has
a long and rich history in environmental law. Our program was
formally established in 1970 with
a $250,000 grant from the Ford
Foundation, one of five such
grants given to U.S. law schools
to support programs in the
emerging field of environmental
law. This funding allowed GW to
hire Professor Arnold W. Reitze,
Jr., who had been a preeminent
environmental advocate in Ohio
and a professor at Case Western
University Law School. Under
Professor Reitze’s leadership,
GW developed one of the leading environmental law programs
in the nation.
This spring, GW Law’s environmental law program enters a
new era as its leader of 38 years
retires. As we honor the foundation laid by Professor Reitze, we
are also looking to the future and
to the many opportunities and
challenges that lie ahead for both
continued on page 12
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We in the West cannot think
that we aren’t going to be affected by climate change. The
United States, Europe, and other
countries cannot be complacent.
Climate change affects the
communities most vulnerable
like the Maldives first, but the
effects will surely move on to the
Western countries later on.

Edward Cameron, Daniel Cordalis, Bishop James Jones,
and Professor Dinah Shelton
continued from page 1

a world leader in human rights
issues, GW Law explored some
of these issues at an October
conference, Faith, Human Rights
and Climate Change, cosponsored
by the Republic of Maldives.
The conference provided an op-

e n v i ro n m e n ta l
perspectives

Environmental Perspectives is
published twice a year by the
Environmental Law Program
at The George Washington
University Law School.
Editor

Lee Paddock, Associate Dean
for Environmental Law Studies
Assista nt Editor

Mariam Ghafari
Questions or comments
should be sent to:
Lee Paddock
lpaddock@law.gwu.edu
(202) 994-8320
George Washington
University Law School
Environmental Law Program
2000 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20052
igpo@law.gwu.edu
www.law.gwu.edu/environmental

portunity to think about climate
change from diverse and somewhat unusual perspectives, i.e.,
from the viewpoints of a small
island country, the faith community, and the Native American
community, and as a human
rights problem.

“What we desperately need in the
world today is a political class
that is fired up with a moral
vision that is guided not just by
pragmatism but also by a sense of
justice for all the people so that
everybody may share the earth
and live in safety and peace.”
The Rt. Rev. James Jones

The Maldives
Perspective

The Faith Community
Perspective

Edward Cameron, Deputy
Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy,
Republic of Maldives, pointed out
the dramatic effect of climate change
on the country he represents.

The Rt. Rev. James Jones is the
bishop of Liverpool, England, and
a member of the House of Lords.
He has taken a leadership role on
environmental issues from urban
regeneration to climate change. He
chairs the governing body of
the faith-based St. Francis of Assisi
City Academy, a school jointly
sponsored by the Roman Catholic
and Anglican Dioceses that focuses
on environmental issues.

We are dealing with the fierce
urgency now in dealing with
this [climate change] issue. We
have been addressing this issue
for over 20 years. In 1987, the
president of the Maldives stood
before the United Nations General Assembly and delivered the
first-ever speech to world leaders
dealing with rising sea levels and
climate change. He said that if
we fail to address this issue, the
result will be the death of his
nation and other nations like his.
During May 2007, 60 percent of
the country was inundated with
water due to irregular sea swells.

There’s no earthly point in
helping Africa with trade and debt
relief when with the other hand
you punch them by changing the
climate and ruining their harvest.
Those already experiencing the
effects of climate change such as
the people of the Maldives are
powerless to do anything about
it. I’m afraid there will have to be

I believe that the faith
community has a particular
responsibility to address these
issues. Those of use who hold
leadership positions within the
faith community have a moral
responsibility to inform the
electorate and politicians about
the sorts of policies required to
change the world.

a catastrophe for our countries in
the West to wake up and realize
the problem of climate change.
What we desperately need
in the world today is a political
class that is fired up with a moral
vision that is guided not just by
pragmatism but also by a sense of
justice for all the people so that
everybody may share the earth
and live in safety and peace.
The native a merican
Perspective

Daniel Cordalis is a legislative
associate with the National Congress
of American Indians.
Tribes have a very unique relationship with the environment;
people see them as environmental stewards. Tribes have cultures
and traditions, and we cannot
sever them. Climate change
threatens the relationship with

Bar Association Book Prize) and

Certificate of Merit, American
Society of International Law).

Dinah Shelton

the earth and with our cultures
and traditions. For example,
what can we do if the elderly
cannot go to the mountains to
collect traditional plants to use in
ceremonies because those plants
no longer are able to grow in an
altered climate?
Alaska’s temperatures have
raised about four degrees in the
last 100 years, leaving 86 percent
of Alaskan native villages at risk
of erosion and flooding. Three
villages along the Bearing Sea
that are at risk of losing their
lands completely, with the Village
of Shishmaref losing up to 23 feet
of shoreline each year.
The Colorado River is projected to be 30 percent lower
by 2050, while the Nevada and
Colorado populations are estimated to double by that time.
It is painfully clear that the
earliest effects of the climate
change in the United States are
being felt in a particularly acute
way by the tribal communities.
human rights
Perspective

Dinah Shelton is the Manatt/
Ahn Professor of International Law
at GW. Professor Shelton joined the
Law School faculty in 2004, and
is the author of two prize-winning
books, Protecting Human Rights
in the Americas (co-authored
with Thomas Buergenthal and
winner of the 1982 Inter-American

Historically, there are four broad
categories of legal techniques that
have been utilized to protect rights.
In chronological order, they are:
Private tort law and property
law—dealing with nuisances
because most of the problems
were between neighbors, or local
in nature;
Broad-based public regulation
(started in the 1960s)—including
the adoption of environmental protection acts such as the
clean water, clean air, and other
legislation designed to restrain
environmentally harmful activity
through government regulation;
Market mechanisms—beginning
in the 1980s as a reaction to
what some people saw as overregulation. These have taken
a variety of forms including
private initiatives, cap and trade
programs and taxing measures;
Human rights law—a recently
emerging approach emphasizing
an individual’s right to a certain
quality of environment and the
individuals’ corresponding duties.
The condition of the environment has been proven essential
to many other guaranteed international rights such as the right
to life, the right to health care,
the right to an adequate standard
of living, the right to private
and family life, and the right to
education and others.
By characterizing environmental problems as human rights
issues, the complaints procedures
at the international level open
up. This is one reason the Inuit
brought a case to the InterAmerican Human Rights Commission and not before NAFTA
or some other body.
For more information about this
conference and about climate
change, visit www.law.gwu.edu. ★

[ what’s new ]
New GW President
Focuses on
Sustainability
Dr. Steven Knapp was inaugurated
as the sixteenth president of The
George Washington University
on August 1, 2007. Knapp came to
GW with nearly 30 years of higher
education experience, serving most
recently as provost and senior
vice president for academic affairs
at The Johns Hopkins University. While at Hopkins, Knapp
expanded the position of provost,
Dr. Steven Knapp
which included assigning a special
priority to the university’s role in
the Baltimore region. He organized an Urban Health Council
to develop an effective university and health system response
to public health problems in inner-city Baltimore, which
resulted in the creation of the Urban Health Institute. Knapp
and his wife, Diane, own a sheep farm in Sparks, Maryland,
which is managed by one of their two daughters.
President’s Sustainability Task Force
Environmental issues are a priority for President Knapp,
whose official vehicle is a Toyota Prius (painted, of course, in
GW buff and blue). One of Knapp’s first initiatives at GW was
establishing a sustainability task force whose 13 student, faculty, and staff members are charged with examining a wide range
of sustainability-related issues including teaching and research,
community engagement and facilities operations. Specifically, Knapp has charged the task force with finding ways for
the University “to use resources in the most efficient, costeffective, and environmentally sound way possible.” President
Knapp has noted that, “as a research university located in the
heart of a complex metropolitan area, GW has an opportunity
to provide a national and international model of sustainability
in its construction of new facilities, its ongoing operations, and
its development of learning and research initiatives that will
contribute to the advancement of sustainability as a field of
intellectual endeavor and public policy.”
Associate Dean Lee Paddock represents the Law School on
the task force, which will report its findings and recommendations to the president in June 2008.
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Remedies in International Human
Rights Law (awarded the 2000
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[ profiles ]
Joe Mendelson, j.d. ’91

Legal Director of the Center for
Food Safety and of the International
Center for Technology Assessment
Washington, D.C.

Joe Mendelson

Joe Mendelson’s desire to practice environmental law can be
traced back to his childhood in
Buffalo, New York, and his later
interest in political advocacy.
Mendelson spent a good part of
his youth playing in the protected wetlands that were at the end
of his street, and every year he
would go fishing in an area four
hours north of Toronto, Canada.
His concerns that the environment was not being adequately
protected began in earnest as he
witnessed the fields and woods
that he’d played in as a child
being bulldozed and replaced by
subdivisions.
After his first year as an undergraduate at Colgate University,
Mendelson took a summer course
in political science taught by
former Senator Gaylord Nelson
(D-Wisc.), which left him greatly
impressed by the Senator’s passion for environmental protection. Mendelson then spent the

summer after his sophomore
year interning for Senator Daniel
Moynihan (D-N.Y.). These experiences led Mendelson to realize
that law school would give him
the technical background needed
to influence public policy, and
that studying law in Washington,
D.C., was a natural choice for him.
In Mendelson’s opinion, very
few law schools have opportunities comparable to those at GW,
and the school’s academic reputation opened doors for him that
would not otherwise have been

under the Clean Water Act when
he realized, “I get how to do this
whole legal thing.”
Joe Mendelson spent the first
summer at GW Law as a legal
intern at Greenpeace, seeking
to protect kangaroos under the
Endangered Species Act. After
spending his second summer at
the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, he used his whole
third year to take part in an
externship at the U.S. Public
Interest Research Group, where
he worked on the environmental
issues surrounding disposal of
low-level radioactive waste. The
professional contacts he made at
the externship led directly to find
his first job after graduation.

“My desire to practice environmental law has its roots in the
experiences I had growing up…
constantly immersing myself in
the outdoors created an innate
respect for the beauty of the
natural world and a sense that
it needed to be protected.”
Joe Mendelson

accessible. He availed himself
of the numerous environmental
classes offered, and says he found
it much easier to engage in a class
on natural resource law compared to, for example, commercial paper. In fact, Mendelson
still remembers the moment,
while taking a water-law class,
when the legal “light bulb” went
on. It was during the discussion
of the definition of “navigability”

Mendelson now serves as the
legal director for the Center for
Food Safety and the International Center for Technology
Assessment, a nonprofit political
organization. His legal advocacy focuses on three primary
areas: food safety, sustainable
agriculture, and environmental
protection. He leads a team of
attorneys in numerous litigation
and policy initiatives against the
Food and Drug Administration
and U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture for their failure to require
the pre-market safety testing,
full environmental review, and
labeling of genetically engineered
foods. Mendelson also provides
continuing legal support for
several nonprofit coalitions
promoting strict national organic agricultural standards and
practices, including the National
Organic Coalition.
A particularly significant and
rewarding episode in Mendelson’s legal career involved
advocacy on the topic of climate
change. In 1999, through his
work at the International Center
for Technology Assessment, he
developed and initiated the first
legal action in the U.S. seeking
the mandatory regulation of
greenhouse gas emissions under
the Clean Air Act. During the
course of eight years, he worked
on the case from its start as a
petition at the administrative
agency level all the way to a
seat at the counsel table at the
Supreme Court, resulting in
the landmark global warming
ruling of Massachusetts v. EPA.
Just recently, the state of Kansas
denied a permit for a new coal
plant based upon the impacts
the plant would have on climate
change and the reasoning in
Massachusetts v. EPA. Mendelson
says that when the case began
he could not have imagined that
it would go down as the critical
legal moment when the United
States really began to confront
the environmental perils of
climate change, and that he
would be a part of that history.
Joe Mendelson lives in
Arlington, VA, with his wife,
Julie Stradling. They have two
daughters Anna, 11, and Quincy, 9.
Most weekends, Mendelson can
be found coaching their soccer
teams. ★

Environmental
Outplacement
Program

Jeanette Dennis

Jeanette Dennis

Environmental LL.M. Candidate
and 2007–08 Randolph C. Shaw
Graduate Fellow

Jeanette Dennis

Jeanette Dennis hails from a
small town on the Mississippi
River in southeastern Iowa. She
has always loved the outdoors
and was raised by parents who
instilled in her an appreciation
of, and sense of responsibility for,
the environment. The Mississippi might not be everyone’s
idea of natural beauty (it is,
indeed, muddy), but for Dennis
and the many others who have
lived on its banks, it is a wonderful and fascinating ecosystem
that provides a great source of
recreation and pride. And Dennis
wants to see that it remains in
good condition.

In the 1980s, when the dangers
of ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) were coming
into the public’s attention,
Dennis remembers receiving numerous lectures from her mother
on why her family would no
longer be buying cans of aerosol
hairspray. The new pump cans
didn’t seem to work quite as well,
but she decided she could learn
to manage if the environment
depended on it. Having a very
fair complexion made this topic
especially relevant for Dennis,
because it was important that
she understood how these CFCs
were depleting the ozone layer
and the consequences that would
have on her skin.
Dennis’s concern for the
environment continued in high
school. Her boyfriend’s family
opened a Wendy’s in her home
town. During the week of the
restaurant’s opening, her thenbeau remarked that he and his
family looked for, and in fact celebrated, when they spotted cups
and sacks with the Wendy’s logo
littered on the side of the road.
To them, the litter was a sign of
economic prosperity; to Dennis,
it was a disgrace and an outrage.
From then on she knew the
relationship was doomed: how
could someone who so valued the
natural world ever find common
ground with someone who valued
economic prosperity at the expense of the environment? This

Beginning with the 2008 fall session, GW Law will offer a new
Environmental Outplacement Program that will be the hub for
student internships with public interest and government agencies. The program will feature a two-credit academic element
as a co-requisite, which is expected to focus on advanced environmental research, ethics of public interest law practice, public involvement and public access to information, rulemaking,
state federal relationship issues, and the internationalization
of environmental law. In addition to the classroom component,
students will earn up to four credits for the work they do with
the organization for which they intern.

seeming contradiction between
economic prosperity and environmental protection has been
one of the environmental movement’s biggest obstacles. Today,
an older and wiser Dennis’s
thesis argues that corporations
can be profitable and protect the
environment at the same time.

Dennis came to GW to pursue
an LL.M. in environmental law
because she wants to re-focus her
legal practice on relevant issues.
She earned an undergraduate degree in anthropology from Grinnell College in Grinnell, IA, and
a J.D. from the University of Iowa
College of Law, and started her
legal career at Freeborn & Peters,
a well-respected Chicago-based
law firm, as a commercial litigacontinued on page 6
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“I don’t want to have to explain
to my grandchildren how Florida
became the next Atlantis, because
the answer would reflect really
poorly on humankind.”

[ what’s new ]
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continued from page 5
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tion associate. Dennis benefited
greatly from that work experience and received excellent legal
training in her two years there.
But her work for the firm was
limited to commercial litigation,
and she wasn’t interested in staying in that practice. Aside from
an interest in environmental law,
Dennis also has an interest in
medicine. When she left the law
firm in 2005, she was not sure
which path she’d choose.
Before joining the LL.M program at GW, Dennis completed
a post-baccalaureate program in
health sciences at Northwestern
University. Her goal was twofold: to study chemistry so that
she might better understand the
science behind environmental issues and hence be a more capable
environmental lawyer, and to
keep open the option of going to
medical school.
Dennis’s passion for environmental issues is leading her
toward a legal career that will
include environmental regulation/compliance and policy work.
She’s currently interning at the
Environmental Integrity Project
(EIP), a non-partisan nonprofit
organization that advocates for
more effective enforcement of
environmental laws. At EIP, Dennis is developing a database of all
the existing oil refineries in the
United States that are planning to
expand their facilities. The database with include information on
the permitting process for each
facility so that citizen groups and
environmental organizations can
more effectively engage in the
public hearings process.
She was introduced to EIP
by GW Law Associate Dean
Lee Paddock. She also does
research for Paddock as part of

her fellowship. Her work for him
currently involves researching the
various motivations a business
might have to implement environmental controls that actually
exceed mandatory state and federal regulations. In addition, she
is conducting research on alternatives to the traditional “command-and-control” approach to
environmental regulation.
Dennis says she is enjoying
both the Law School and the
experience of living in Dupont
Circle. She recently joined the
Women’s Council on Energy
and the Environment, a professional networking group of
women (not limited to lawyers)
who raise awareness for environmental issues. ★

Sanford Stein, j.d. ’74

Partner, Drinker Biddle
Gardner Carton
Chicago, Illinois

Sanford Stein

Sanford (Sandy) Stein is a
native of Chicago and lives
and works there today. Stein
has had a lifelong interest in
government and policy. As a
student government officer at
the University of Illinois, where
he received his bachelor’s degree
in political science in 1970, he

“Indeed, the establishment of the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the several state
environmental protection agencies
was recognition of the need
for control of environmental
pollution to sustain health
and secure protection of the
common human environment. With
these interests, as well as the
inspiration of Professor Arnold
Reitze, I enrolled in classes on
environmental law at GW, one of
the very few law schools at the
time that had a well-developed
environmental law curriculum.”
Sanford Stein

witnessed the formative years of
civil rights, women’s rights, and
environmental awareness. Sandy
participated in the first Earth
Day on April 22, 1968.
Stein applied to GW Law
because of his strong interest in
government and policy matters,
and was attracted to the Law
School’s reputation and location.
By the time he began classes
at the Law School in 1979,
the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) had been
passed, as had the Clean Air Act
Amendments of 1970 and the
Federal Water Pollution

Control Act Amendments
(predecessor to the Clean Water
Act). It was apparent to Stein
then that protection of the
environment was more than a
social movement; it was also an
emerging and substantive area of
law and regulation.
As a 2L, Stein became
interested in environmental
law. He enjoyed Professor
Reitze’s teaching style, and
sought out his courses. He also
obtained a part-time job with
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in its land bureau,
and after graduation went on
to be an enforcement attorney
(government practice) at EPA
Region 5 in Chicago, where he
handled water enforcement
cases in the Great Lakes states.

This transgression was
challenged under the citizen’s
suit provision of EPCRA;
however Stein’s client was able
to file the required papers within
the 60-day notice period before
the commencement of citizen’s
actions. Applying what he had
learned at GW Law to obtain
standing in SCRAP, Stein argued
before the Supreme Court that
citizens’ jurisdiction was limited,
and that once compliance was
achieved with an environmental
law, even though late but within
the notice period, courts no
longer had jurisdiction to
proceed under the citizen suit
provision (Steel Company v.
Citizens For a Better Environment).
Stein won that case, a highlight
of his career. ★

Allison Polcheck,
ll.m. ’96

Chief, Environmental Law Division,
U.S. Army Legal Services Agency
Arlington, Virginia
Colonel Allison Polchek was
born in Munich, Germany, and
grew up in Indiana.
She earned a bachelor’s degree
in political science from Franklin College in Indiana and a J.D.
from Indiana University–Indianapolis School of Law. While
studying as a night student in
law school, Polchek worked as a
records analyst for the Commission on Public Records. She
joined the Army in 1985, and
attended the Judge Advocate
General ( JAG) basic course in
Charlottesville, VA.
Following a graduate course at
the JAG School, Polcheck earned
an LL.M. in military law with a
concentration in administrative
and civil law, and was assigned as
chief of the Administrative Law
Division at Fort Sill, OK. It was

7

“I have always felt environmental
law was a very important discipline.
It’s really important to the
Army—if we don’t take care of
the environment, we can’t sustain
our future mission. I have been
fortunate to have worked on some
very interesting cases with real
implications for our future. Also,
as a mother, I feel like I’m doing
something for my kids’ future.”
Allison Polcheck

during her time at Fort Sill that
Polchek first became interested
in environmental law. In 1995 she
was selected for the GW Law
LL.M. program.
While at GW, Polcheck interned at the JAG Environmental
Law Division (ELD), where she
was assigned after graduation,
serving for three years as a
National Environmental Policy
Act and Base Realignment and
Closure attorney. After assignments with the Third Infantry
Division and the Missile Defense
Agency (where she researched
Polish environmental laws that
might affect siting of a missile
defense system facility), Polchek
returned to ELD, where she
currently is working as chief of
the division. Polchek and her
teammates are responsible for
providing legal advice to the
Army Staff, defending the Army
against environmental litigation,
and pursuing affirmative suits.

Polcheck’s husband, Steve,
works for Northrop Grumman, where he is assigned to
the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency at Fort Belvoir, VA. They
have two children: Joe, 13, and
Alexandra, 12. (Alex was born just
a few weeks before finals, leaving
Polchek with a lasting memory
of her time at GW.) Polchek says
she had a great experience in
GW’s Environmental Law Program, and especially appreciated
the practical perspectives she
gained both in her internship, at
the ELD, and in her classes. ★

K atie Lannon, JD ’09

Vice President, GW Environmental
Law Association (ELA)
Katie Lannon was born and
raised in the town of Bel Air,
MD, and moved to Davidson,
NC, to attend Davidson College, where she earned a B.S.
in biology. Lannon, a 2L, came
continued on page 8

en vironmental perspectives

While at GW Law, Stein
was also involved in an activist
class taught by Professor John
Banzhaf in which a group
of GW students formed an
organization to challenge the
environmental decisions of
the now defunct Interstate
Commerce Commission
(ICC)—Students Challenging
Regulatory Agency Procedures
(SCRAP). SCRAP challenged the
rail freight hauling rate decisionmaking of the ICC, declaring
that the prevailing transport
rates made it cheaper to haul
iron ore for steel manufacturing
than recycled scrap iron and
steel, an equally acceptable raw
material. This rate disparity
favored the mining industry and
encouraged the use of resources
as opposed to recycling. The
challenge failed at the D.C.
Circuit Court where SCRAP
lost its request to force the ICC
to publish an environmental
impact statement under NEPA
before extending a rate surcharge
favoring iron ore over scrap, but
the Supreme Court accepted
the case. An important debate
of that time was whether those
who asserted only an interest in
enjoyment of the environment
had sufficient standing to bring
a claim in federal court. In an
important decision, the Supreme
Court granted standing to the
SCRAP students (United States
v. SCRAP), including Stein, who
alleged a personal interest in
protection of the environment
and the enjoyment of the natural
world.
Twenty-five years later,
Stein represented a small steel
company that was charged
with failing to file certain
reports under the Emergency
Preparedness and Community
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA).

[
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Katie Lannon
continued from page 7

to GW Law in 2006 with an
interest in environmental law,
specifically land and water use
and climate change.
After her undergraduate days,
Lannon worked as an outdoor
trip leader and educator at the
Nantahala Outdoor Center in

involved in a community, Lannon
recognizes that there are often
competing interests in business
and government decision making
at any level. She is excited to
develop the legal skills that will
enable her to become part of the
decision making process, especially as environmental issues
gain even greater importance.
Environmental law is a natural
fit for Lannon’s interests and
background with its underlying
scientific themes and its overall
framework for managing interactions affecting the environment.
For Lannon, Washington,
D.C., was the obvious choice as
the place to study and to pursue
a career in environmental law.
With the convergence of federal
government, nonprofits, and top
private firms, there are endless
possibilities for semester internships, summer employment,

assisted Associate Dean Lee
Paddock with research for
his article on environmental
governance; and attended an
American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy,
and Resources conference on
climate change, a D.C. bar event
for aspiring environmental lawyers, and an Environmental Law
Institute conference on climate
change and the Constitution.
Last summer, Lannon interned
at the D.C. Court of Appeals,
doing a variety of work for Judge
Stephanie H. Glickman. Next
semester, Lannon is looking for-

ward to taking GW’s basic environmental law course, attending
the annual NAELS conference in
Vermont, and helping the ELA
put on its first annual “Footprint
Week” and symposium, which
are designed to raise awareness
about environmental and related
legal issues. During her remaining time at GW, Lannon is also
planning to complement her academic studies with internships at
environmental agencies and with
private firm experience, so that
she emerges from law school with
the skills she needs to practice
successfully in the field. ★

in print
Recent publications by Environmental
Law Program faculty include:

“My interest in environmental
law sprang from my love of science
and of the outdoors.”
Katie Lannon

Wesser, NC. In 2001 she spent
more than five months backpacking through the Appalachian
Trail from Georgia to Maine. In
2006, she and her husband made
an eight-week biking trip across
the country, from Washington to
Maine. As a result of these experiences, the environment is not
an abstract concept for Lannon,
but a part of her daily life and
perspective on the world, and
she has developed strong views
about what environmental laws
should strive to protect. Having
taken some time between college
and law school to work, travel,
purchase a home, and become

conferences and events, and
contact with practitioners.
Lannon became involved with
the ELA as a 1L representative
and is now the group’s vice
president. In just a couple of
semesters, she has helped plan
the National Association of
Environmental Law Societies
(NAELS) conference featuring
Al Gore as keynote speaker;
planned a discussion panel on
local environmental issues, as
well as a spring hiking/camping
trip and a fall rafting trip;

Professor Jamie Grodsky,
Genomics and Toxic Torts: Dismantling
the Risk-Injury Divide, Stanford Law
Review, Vol. 59, No. 1671, 2007.
The article develops an innovative
framework for understanding
the implications of the genomic
revolution for the law of toxic torts.
Professor Dinah Shelton,
Handbook of International Law,
Routledge Press, 2008.
The book explores the increasing
variety of forms of commitment
adopted to regulate state and
non-state behavior in regard to
transnational problems.
Professors Alexander Kiss
and Dinah Shelton, “Strict Liability
in International Environmental
Law” in Law of the Sea, Environmental
Law and Settlement of Disputes,
Brill Academic Publishers, 2007.
The article examines the issue of
liability for activities dangerous to
human health and the environment
in the context of international law.

[ proceedings ]
The EPA defines nanotechnology as “research and
technology development at the atomic, molecular,
or macromolecular levels using a length scale of
approximately one to one hundred nanometers in
any dimension; the creation and use of structures,
devices and systems that have novel properties and
functions because of their small size; and the ability
to control or manipulate matter on an atomic scale.”

A nanometer is about one hundred thousand times smaller than
the diameter of a human hair, and
a thousand times smaller than a
human red blood cell.
This 2001 Science magazine
“breakthrough of the year” technology may produce $1 trillion in goods
and services by the year 2015.
The International Risk Governance Council (IRGC) notes that
nanotechnology has the potential
to become one of the defining
technologies of the 21st century.
Breakthroughs for nanotechnology are envisaged in order-ofmagnitude increases in computer
efficiency, and in areas such as
advanced pharmaceuticals, biocompatible materials, nerve and
tissue repair, surface coatings,
catalysts, sensors, telecommunications, and pollution control.
The speed at which the industry is developing and the lack of

The speed at which nanotechnologies are emerging makes it
difficult for the regulatory
system to keep pace.

knowledge about the long-term
effects of these technologies
present serious governance
challenges. The IRGC notes
that “innovation in the field of
nanotechnology development
is far ahead of the policy and
regulatory environment, which
is fragmented and incomplete at
both the national and international levels.”
On February 12, GW Law, Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP,
and the Environmental Law Institute convened an expert panel
to explore ways of strengthening
governance related to nanotechnology through a variety of
approaches including traditional
regulation, improved public access to information, stakeholder
dialogues, voluntary programs,
corporate self-regulation, and
other techniques. This is the first
program in the new “Series on
Environmental Governance” that
will be co-sponsored by GW Law
and the Environmental Law Institute. More information on the
conference is available at www.
nanogovernance.com. ★

Climate and the Constitution:
Global Warming Litigation Warms Up
On November 1, 2007, the Law School hosted a
vigorous debate about recent climate change litigation. The program was co-sponsored by the Environmental Law Institute’s Endangered Environmental Laws Program and the National Association of
Environmental Law Societies and its D.C. Chapter.
The program focused on cases
where the “political question
doctrine” and “standing” have
been obstacles in reaching the
merits in climate-related litigation and on cases where states
have prevailed in climate-related

litigation in the face of statutory
and foreign policy preemption
challenges, most notably Green
Mountain Chrysler-Plymouth-Dodge
v. Crombie, et al. In Green Mountain, Federal District Court Judge
William Sessions III upheld

Vermont’s proposed carbon dioxide standards for automobiles
that were based on California’s
CO2 motor vehicle standards.
Automobile manufacturers had
claimed that the standards were
de facto fuel economy standards
that could only be set by the U.S.
Department of Transportation.
Lawyers representing NGOs,
automobile companies and the
State of Vermont participated in
the program, which was chaired by
Leslie Carothers, President of the
Environmental Law Institute. ★

Leslie Carothers, President
of the Environmental Law
Institute and Joseph Guerra
from Sidley & Austin LLP.

en vironmental perspectives

Nanotechnology
Governance Conference
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[ on the agenda ]
is a man of great integrity, loyalty
and compassion. It is a privilege
to be his colleague, and especially
exciting to have the opportunity for
even closer collaboration now that
he has joined the University of Utah
College of Law.
James A. Holtkamp, J.D. ’75
Manager, Environmental Compliance
Practice Group, Holland & Hart LLP;
Adjunct Professor of Law, University
of Utah

Professor Arnold Reitze

Honoring Professor
Arnold Reitze
After building and teaching in the environmental
law program at GW for 38 years, Professor Arnold
Reitze has moved to Salt Lake City to hike the
Wasatch Range.
Arnold Reitze began his law
teaching career at Case Western
University in Cleveland, OH,
and came to GW in 1970 to help
launch the School’s environmental law program. For the next 38
years, Arnold was the face of environmental law at GW, building
one of the top environmental law
programs in the country. Among
his many accomplishment was
the creation of an environmental
LL.M. program that has trained
a significant percentage of the
environmental lawyers who work
for the Air Force, Army, Navy,

and Marines; more than 120 military lawyers in the last 6 years
alone. One of the leading global
experts on air pollution control,
Arnold’s class on air pollution law
is legendary, his knowledge of the
Clean Air Act second-to-none.
I have had the signal honor to work
with Professor Reitze both as a practitioner and as a legal scholar. The
depth and breadth of his environmental law knowledge and wisdom
are profound. And, not least of all, he

Beyond academia, Arnold has
had extensive experience in the
private sector concerning air pollution compliance counseling and
litigation. He was a member of
the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Demilitarizing
Chemical Munitions and Agents,
and has been a consultant to the
National Research Council’s
Transportation Research Board,
the Department of Defense,
the Environmental Protection
Agency, the National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health,
and others.
As a new research assistant I
discovered two file cabinets of
automobile engine parts in Professor
Reitze’s office and dutifully asked,
“Why are these car parts here?” His
quick reply: “How else can you explain what Congress did to regulate
emissions from cars?” And that’s
what Professor Reitze does. He takes
seemingly routine and rote exercises
in environmental law and regulation, and looks at them from a perspective that is unique and thought
provoking. I believe that I learned
more about the law in my two years
as his assistant that I have in my 13
years of private practice.
Lee Hoffman, J.D. ’94, LL.M. ’96
Member, Pullman & Comley, LLC;
Hartford, CT; Former Randolph C. Shaw
Graduate Fellow in Environmental Law

A prolific scholar, Arnold is the
author of six books and has authored or co-authored more than
100 research studies and articles
on environmental law. His most
recent books are Air Pollution
Control Law: Compliance and
Enforcement (2001), and Stationary
Source Air Pollution Law (2005).
Arnold Reitze has changed the face
of environmental law. His mastery
of the Clean Air Act is unsurpassed
in the field both in his breadth
and depth of analysis and his clear
explanations. He has in this respect
helped many lawyers navigate what
is unquestionably environmental
law’s most dense and complex
regulatory program. And he has in
a more direct way helped the careers
of many LL.M. program graduates who have attained leadership
positions in government, private
firms, and non-profit organizations.
In my case, he became a career-long
source of support, encouragement,
and friendship. We who make up
Arnold’s Army of environmental
lawyers will always be thankful to
him!
J.B. Ruhl, LL.M. ’86
Matthews & Hawkins Professor of
Property, Florida State University
College of Law

In addition to his academic
pursuits, Arnold is an avid hiker
who has frequented the trails in
the Shenandoah and who now is
exploring the Wasatch Range.
He is also an accomplished
target shooter who regularly
competes in meets with law
enforcement agents. ★

[ in depth ]
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GW Law Joint Degree Programs

GW Law, the Environmental
Law Institute, and the
President’s Council on
Environmental Quality
will co-host a major
conference on the National
Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) at 40 in spring
2009. Among the key issues
to be addressed are: How

In the last few years, graduate students
increasingly have become interested in acquiring
a second degree to complement their J.D.
Joint degree programs provide students with the
opportunity to pursue advanced work in their
undergraduate major, develop expertise in another
specialty, acquire the qualifications that may make
the student particularly attractive to a prospective
employer, or pursue work in a non-legal field
where a law degree is particularly advantageous to
their success. GW Law offers several joint degree
options, with 65 students graduating with joint
degrees in the past five years.

has NEPA contributed to
environmental improvement
in the United States? What
has been NEPA’s influence
in expanding public
involvement in environmental
decision making? What, if
any, results have provisions
other than Section 102 of
NEPA produced? What key
reforms are needed to make
NEPA work better in today’s
environmental setting? What
has been NEPA’s influence
on environmental review
outside of the United States,
and what effect might the
internationalization of
environmental review have
on the U.S.? And, what
role should NEPA and
environmental review play
in addressing today’s major
environmental challenges? ★

J.D./M.P.H.
(en vironmental
and occupational
health )

The Law School and the
School of Public Health and
Health Services (SPHHS) offer
joint Juris Doctor–Master of
Public Health (J.D./M.P.H.)
and Master of Laws–Master of
Public Health (LL.M./M.P.H.)
degree programs. A coordinated
curriculum offered through
SPHHS’s Environmental and
Occupational Health department allows joint degree candidates to focus on environmental
issues. SPHHS also offers a
graduate certificate program in
public health to both J.D. and
LL.M. candidates.
J.D./M.A.
(inter national
development studies)

GW Law and GW’s highly
regarded Elliot School of
International Affairs offers a

joint J.D.–Master of Arts in
international affairs. While the
M.A. is available in a number
of different fields, the Elliot
School’s degree program in
international development
studies may be most relevant
to students interested in
environmental law. Students
are able to focus on natural
resources and environmental
issues related to development
with a rich curriculum including
such courses as:
Economics of the Environment
and Natural Resources
Environmental Ethics
Environmental Issues in
Development
Environmental Management
Environmental Policy
Geographical Perspectives
on Development
Geographical Perspectives
on Latin America
International
Environmental Law
International
Environmental Policy
Population and Health

Resources and the Environment
Strategic Environmental
Management
Transportation and
Development
Urban Environmental Issues
Urban Planning and
Development
J.D./M.B.A.
(en vironmental
policy and
management )

GW also offers a joint J.D./Master of Business Administration
degree program with the option
of concentrating in environmental policy and management.
This concentration provides
students with multi-disciplinary
perspectives on the variety,
complexity, and integration of
environmental issues with business, government, and nonprofit organizations, including the
roles of individual, society, and
technology. Available coursework in this field includes:
Environment, Energy,
Technology, and Science
Environmental Policy
Strategic Environmental
Management
Other possible EPM
coursework
Economics of the Environment
and Natural Resources
Energy Management
Environmental Impact
Statement Procedures and
Environmental Law
Science, Technology and
Public Policy
Sustainable Communities and
Organizations (summer)

en vironmental perspectives
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our planet and for our program.
Environmental issues are back on
the front pages, on the political
agenda, and as part of everyday
conversation in coffee shops and
town meetings. This widespread
interest in environmental issues,
of course, is both bad news and
good news.
The bad news is that a number
of our major environmental
problems remain unsolved. These
include the pollution of important water resources such as the
Chesapeake Bay, Gulf of Mexico,
Puget Sound, Everglades, and
Great Lakes, where non-point
source pollution is now the dominant issue. And new problems,
including climate change and the
collapse of fisheries, now present
enormously difficult policy and
economic challenges.

its environmental programs. Our
goal is no less than to position
ourselves to prepare the next
generation of environmental
lawyers to find solutions that
will move us toward a more
sustainable future.
This newsletter is designed
to keep you informed about
some of the key issues, and how
we here at GW Law are involved
in this critically important field.
We welcome your ideas and
comments as we reaffirm our
dedication to the study and
practice of environmental law. ★
Lee Paddock at Iguaçu Falls, Brazil

The good news is that these
problems are widely recognized
as extremely serious, and real
debates about how best to deal
with these issues are occurring

for the first time in more than a
decade. This is the ideal time for
GW Law, with its long history in
the field, to take up the challenge
of revitalizing and redesigning

Lee Paddock
Associate Dean for
Environmental Legal Studies
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